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As the redistricting process remains very much in flux, Citizens Union is re-doubling its efforts to push for a political solution to the contentious issue. 

As Liz tweeted earlier, we may see Senate and Assembly maps voted on as early as Monday, but it remains unlikely that uniform House lines will be in one bill. 

The good-government group held a conference call earlier today pushing for Gov. Andrew Cuomo to use his veto power as leverage in order to force the recalcitrant Legislature to accept a Constitutional amendment and draw less political lines. 

Essentially, their argument boils down to the veto’s bark is worse than its bite. 

“A veto is essentially a spanking – it stings, but it’s temporary, and will not ultimately stop the bad behavior when Cuomo is no longer governor,” said Justin Levitt, Associate Professor of Law at Loyola Law School, and author of the blog All About Redistricting and the article The Real Potential in Albany’s Mishap of the Moment. “Indeed, given the breakneck speed of the court process, a veto may be overstated even as temporary relief. The meaningful veto threat, instead, provides leverage to fix the broken system once and for all. It may be one step back, but it’s a more important two steps forward.”
Common Cause, meanwhile, has split strongly from Citizens Union on the veto-or-not-to-veto line. 

The group in a news release point reporters to a Newsday op/ed piece from James Gardner, a professor at SUNY Buffalo Law School, who wrote that Cuomo should veto, period. 

The worst thing that can happen at this point if the governor sticks to his veto threat is that the federal courts will step in to draw the necessary maps. How bad is that? Not so bad, and far from the “chaos” that Cuomo seems to fear.
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